BONUS POINT PROJECTS

ART 12

Bonus points are optional projects that you work on in your own time to make up for a missed mark or to boost a low mark or to simply secure an incredibly high one…
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1. Artistic types often engage in exploration of self-portraiture. Whether obsessed, intrigued or just plain vain, art history leaves us with many flamboyant, pompous and sometimes disturbing artist’s portraits. Create a portrait of ‘yourself as artist’, purposely exaggerating your artistic temperament.

2. Zoom in on nature. Look at flora such as velvety petals, lush tropical leaves, fuzzy ferns or dew-struck moss. Take the zoomed-in subject to the edge of the page and personalize the shapes through stylistic mark making. Include vibrant colour (hint: think Georgia O’Keeffe).

3. Create a study of human faces taken from a variety of sources, then cleverly pieced together in one composition.

4. Think inside out! Explore some cross-sections. Choose one of the following themes to create a detailed biological study of… 

A) a beehive


B) the human body

C) an anthill


D) an engine

…from inside-out.

5. Certain places hold a mystique, a unique cultural identity for a place (and/or time) somewhere in the world. Look up Stonehenge on Salisbury Plains in England, The Wailing Wall in Jerusalem and the Statue of Christ the Redeemer in Rio. What has mystique in our little corner of the world? Capture it in pencil; make it timeless.

6. Look at Richard Hamilton’s Just What Is It That Makes Today’s Homes So Different, So Appealing? 1956.  Create a current day comment on societal values in collage changing the year to 2016, a mere 60 years after the original.

7. Robert Rauschenberg, an American artist, collected found objects. He would create ‘collages’ of his found objects; using junk he picked up on the streets around his New York home. He called his work ‘combines’. Be a collector yourself: start searching for treasure aka. Junk so that you too may construct a combine.

8. Paintings can impart powerful messages and the objects and images selected to be representational are meant to communicate ideas. Create a painting inundated with symbolic meaning and through your juxtaposition of symbols leave your viewer with a clear message.

9. Some artists are more interested in the act of painting than the technique or materials, and place importance on process rather than the final result. Think of Pollack’s splashing or Frankenthaler’s staining. Create some scribbles and dribbles of your own.

10. Drawings made on rocks or walls, called graffiti, date back to ancient times. However, only in the 20th century have people begun to think of graffiti as art and not just vandalism. Design a wall and in your design include the geography you have in mind for this theoretical install!

11. Create a mobile of hanging origami-style paper animals or objects. Design it so that it’s balanced and ready to hang.

12. Photomontage is the equivalent of cubism in painting. It takes photographs and pieces of photographs and arranges them in interesting juxtapositions so as to create new and different meanings. Collect a bunch of old photographs and create some new meanings, or purchase a throwaway camera and set up some ideas to create your own personal story in pictures.

ALL BONUS POINTS ARE DUE THE BEGINNING OF EXAM REVIEW WEEK. 
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